
Volunteer Opportunity Description:  Woods in Bloom Field Trip 
Volunteer Instructor 
 
Description/Purpose 
 
Help guide 1st-3rd grade students as they discover the world of woodland wildflowers opening in 
the garden during our “Woods in Bloom” field trip program, held in the Woodland Wildflower 
Gardens and Sensory Garden. 
 
Responsibilities/Tasks 
 
Volunteers will instruct visiting school groups (3-6  graders) as they rotate through various field 
trip activity stations, with students engaging in activities such as searching for pollinators, 
looking for wildflowers, and measuring light in the garden. Suggestions: Wear comfortable 
shoes, dress for being outdoors in spring weather, and a watch to keep track of time. 
 
Required Skills 
 
Ability to interact comfortably with children and visitors of different backgrounds. 
 
Time Commitment and Schedule Details 
 
Training for this program will be held Thursday May 3 from 9am-noon at the Sensory Garden 
Please RSVP for training here: www.SignUpGenius.com/go/70A0F44A4A62CA64-20185  
 
Training will cover the field trip activities and background information on woodland 
wildflowers. After training, volunteers will be able to sign up for field trip teaching slots as fits 
their schedule. This field trip program is 90 minutes long and will be offered to school groups on 
weekdays May 3 - May 31, during time slots between the hours of 9am-3pm (to accommodate 
school schedules).  
 
Woods in Bloom, 3rd -6th Grade  Dissect fresh flowers to learn their parts.  Discover 
how pollinators are enticed to visit, thus helping seeds ripen.  Enjoy drifts of wildflowers 
in bloom in the Dayton Wildflower Garden.  Search for pollinators in action.  Help gather 
data for a long range study to monitor wildflower bloom-time, related to climate change. 
 Field trips take place Monday-Friday, three times a day (9:30-10:45, 11:15-12:30, 1:15-
2:30), May 3 - June 1st.  Training is on Thursday, May 3, from 9:00-12:00 at 
the Sensory Garden.  Plan to stay to observe the program from 12:15-1:30 pm 
after training. 
Benefits/Impact 
 
Volunteer instructors provide opportunities for students (and teachers and chaperones!) to 
discover connections with the natural world and expand their science education with hands-on 
experiences at the Arboretum. Volunteers themselves have the opportunity to learn more about 
the field trip subject matter, and can take pride in helping to ignite interest, passion, and 
knowledge about plants for younger generations. 
 



Work Environment:  
 Indoors x Lifting 
x Outdoors  Working individually 
 Sitting x Working with children 
x Standing x Working as part of a team 
    

 
How to Apply for this Opportunity 
All eligible volunteers must have completed and be up to date on their background check, safety 
of minors training module, and have a signed Volunteer Agreement and Release on file with the 
Volunteer Center.  If you are eligible for this opportunity, please contact the Volunteer Center. 
If you’d like to find out more about becoming a volunteer, please click HERE. 
 
Staff Supervisor & Contact Information 
 
Volunteer Center volopp@umn.edu or 612 301-1738 
 


